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, Biggest D-Day.secret out -
| Express Naval Reporter W. A. CRUMLEY

p’l ERE, at last, is the incredible secret of the
‘ Normandy landings : the story of the'_'pre-
| fabricated artificial harbours. -

) | : It is/ the story of ‘how a

harbour as large and ‘im-

pregnable ,as Gibraltar was

' secretly prefabricated = by

bewildered workers inBritain |

and built by the Navy and 5

Army on open Normandy

' beaches. Of how :—

One hundred and fifty steel
and concrete caissons, looking

like Daily Express buildings or |

’ bldcks ofyflat.'s' afioat, sailed ouf |
of the estuaries of England to

Normandy. :

Five hundred thousand tons of

' ships, famous men-of-war and mer-

A

gﬁantmén, weré gunk by olir own |

lors to form breakwaters.

piers and

causeways went gea, in 480ff. |
sections, inspiring ihe legend
(being builp acros

' Thirteen ,'mueﬂfﬁ&ﬁ

A
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|Channels in heavy weath
' ghhéf’"-‘ q&]ﬁm‘m efields and
by 1"50_'ftu e

e :x“ - ';_ y I._ -]

ﬁorﬁ;\ﬂmston 2R

' All this inside one month. The

Merchant Navy's: word for it is |

Rort Winaton:

' It is the gl_;og.) 0 _bw'cgﬁplete; |

stratesic an: tiedl| surprise was |

achitg%d n.la.nﬂ[ﬁ?"- e Army of |

Liberation IR ;

For the Germans, who have never |

' fully understood fthe uses of sea |
[power, believed that it could mnot

‘that the |
» Havre,

ibe done without & port;
Allies must attack af |
Cherbourg, Calais, or Dieppe. |
' 1+ Officially, the Btory began at the |
|Quebec nference (August-Sep- |
tember 1843), when President |
Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill gave |
orders fof the prefabrication of
) complete harbour works for two
ports, each several times larger
than Dover. . e A
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Frontenac lu
small,” secluded
of Dggst:b‘
|scientists lived for months study-
'gglithe behaviour of. seé.g: %gtg{

sea but to u

the other side o
crumpled jacket,
flannel bags.

ll-disguised as
Uncunt;!u

str
_ badt

I‘rempt_e rac_l_io cox}trol.

In a little hut
Yet the. story began

Quebec’s storied Citaggl or o

Chateau
hut- on the ¢
There, a hand:ful?’ﬁ’

ng not only how to beat
o beat the

One of the chief selenific plans

ners of the opération is, in

own words, “a naval o r -
- guised as‘'a professor. Aoeh dis-
He alone wears plain cloth _on,

the Ch
pullover

work, T
Another scientist is ‘a professor

& “haval officer.
masses of blond hair
gle und@er his cap: His khaki
e bliduse does not reach his

waist, though he iz not tall, and his
shoes are brown.

He sent. over the *commando”
scientific workers who examined
the strata' of the Normandy
beaches under .the thoses of the
unsuspecting enemy.

Six weeks before D Day Lieu:
tenant Berncastle went across in
a ‘Tubber c¢anoe, surveyed the
approaches to the Arromanches
basches and took a line ‘of
soundings,

These proved that the old French
charts, which were all that the
nayval staff had to work on, were
out-of-date.  The French had ex-
amined and dismissed as imprac:
ticablé, many years ago, a proposal
to build a harbour at Arromanches.|

8ix days before D Day the
first ‘of the 50 blockships sailed
from Britain. They were aged|
and slow, some of them 40 years
old, but they began the invasion,

On -the sunny, blowy evening of
D Day the proud, gre]y line of
doomed ships came slowly and
steadily, dead on time and station.'
through thi ssed ]
barding - Battléships,” cruisers and
assault vessels. '

BLOCKSHIPS IN

Even before the smoke of battle
had cleared: from the obstacley
pitted low hills beyond the town,
even before the men of the 50th
Division had reached Bayeux or
swung right to overrun the heavy
coastal battery at Dongues, or the
Canadiang’ line of pattle got out
of sight, blockships were taking up
their last stations,

« It was not easy in the heavy
well for the skeleton crews,
guarded by Armizu A.A. gunners, to
get the "ships into, the scuttling
positions.. bow o stern. Ses cocks

were opened, time bombs weref

blown.
‘Unrec sable now is the 32-
ear-0ld battleship Centurion, once

he cork-filled target of the Fleet at
battle ?ractice; rent ship of the
first pilotless airgraft—the radio-
controlled Queen Bees and Wasps ;
and. the first warship steered by

|
in
xury hotel, but in a

inel,
"Pu é‘-‘ «
Publication of “his

name, he insisted, would ha

hig Rdicap - |

méssed ranks of hom- |

—_—

Courbet, one ©of the 100-odd ships
that escaped on the fall of France.|
This_blockship was the battleship
torpedoed in the Channel.
The largest Tricolor in the
Channel and the Oross of Lorraine
still fly at her shortened masts.

“Next in line is the strippea
hulk of the Dutch heavy crulser
Sumatra, The British cruiser
Darban, past her 25th birthday,
lies nearest to the enemy and
still, a8 she was wont to do,
faces the enemy.

Most of the merchantmen had
defied the Ucboats in two wars,
Had - they sqrvlved this. war  they
could only ' have gone to the
breaker's d -or to.the merchaent
marines of other counfries.

INTO THE LEE

Into the lee of, their unded
hulks, a series”of sheltere lagoons,
came the concrete caissons,

Some of them sailed from the
Thames on D .Day, towed at four
knots, and were seen by scores of
thousands of peoplg who did aot
guess the secret. thers voyaged
more than 200 miles. All carried
a handful of sailors and mounted
A.A_ gung. served by soldiers,

Concrete ' caissons, piers &and
fipating breakwuters transformed
tv?g of the lagoons into .pre-
fabricated artifizial harbours.

The piers, fitting ether like
Meccano pieces, .each the size of
bridge spans, formed causeways
from ship. to shore. They rise
and fall with the tides, moored
to heavy ramps and “spud pier<
heads."

When the problem of these.piers
was under examination in 1942, the
Prime Minister took & personal
interest in this subject. He wrote :

“Piers far use on beaches :|
They must fipat uﬂ‘ and down
with the tide. he " anchor
problem . must be mastered. . . .

Let me have the best solation|
worked oub. Don% argﬂ?.f’ tgg

Thirteen days after D Day, when
the construction of the harbours
was half finished and had defied
ithe bombirig, parachute mining and
strafing night after night, the
greatest June gale for ten vears
8prang up,

POUNDED TO BITS

It camé from the worst possible
quarter. Assault craft werepcc)irivem
ashore and pounded t6 pieces on a
lee shore The ' beaches were
s‘Qrgwn yyith their wrecks, and with

ducks.” Large merchant vessels
'dragged their anchors and went
aground, X
- “ Heavy seas broke open the in-
complete outer breakwatets. At
+the harbour on . the Americhn|
sector even the concrete caissons
were breached and parts of them
carried away. !

Few supples got through to, the
American beaches for three days.
But the American troops cutb ‘the
base of the Cherbourg peninsula,
the capture of the port of Cher-
qurg was achieved on schedule.|!
and “the American harboiar was|!
abandbned.

. Balvage from. the wreckage was
used to complete and reinforce the
British harbour at Arromanches.

.
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There was no daanger that our
troops, denuded of supplies, would
be thrown back into the sea.|
Enough had been landed in the|
first 12 days to make the bridge-|'
heads secure. _

But t{le supply hold-up seriously
delayed * the  whole American ad-
vance, !

Harbour B (B for British) now|
takes anything from °7,000-ton!
Liberty ships to coasters, ‘unlond-
ing direct into ducks. lighters and
'causeways.

‘On its beaches, cleared of mined
obstacles. the squadrons of tank
landing ships ‘and fiotillas of

: II;ic:;' -.,-'4dmiral
SEPLGI T B e e King has conferred the KB for Hi ou. B e
m i onferre .B.E., | : .

o gll:nfl(::g part in the\port’s creation. in charge of the
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sea operations.
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} Pare Of The Port That
Crossed The Channel

A striking feature of the great prefabri-
cated port constructed in Britain, towed in
sections across the Channel and set down
off the Normandy coast was this shallow
breakwater at Arromanches. It is formed
of concrete caissons. Story in Page 3 and
more pictures in Middle Pages.

man who first

thought of pre-

fabricated

“ ports.”” That

was is June, %




@ No build-up without a
port; no port without a
build-up. That was the
- dilemma confronting D-
Day planners, and here is
the first historic picture-
story of Britain’s momen-
tous answer — the pre-
fabricated port, which was
towed 100 miles and
assembled off lonely Nor-
mandy beaches
Arromanches. ,
That a synthetic port as large

ag Gibraltar’s should be created .

in less than a month and with-
stand the worst june gale for
40 years .s an unparalleled
triumph of engineering skill
and daring seamanship.

C o nstructed at
sites as far apart
as the Thames
area (during raids
on London screened
_ lighting was used),
Southampton,
Portsmouth, Birk-
enhead, Hartlepool,
Leith, Glasgow and
North Wales, the
portable port won
the battle of the
build-up, supplied
the advance from
Falaise to Germany,
and revolutionised
modern warfare.
Better than words

“ these pictures un-

fold the amazing
sto™v.
Tcd
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THE BLOCKSHIPS sailed on D-Day, were sunk to make an arc-shaped
breakwater around each beach. Some of them form the background
10 this picture of Adml. Remsay, Air Chief I:faral.ul'!? ; Tedder,

Rear-Admiral Vian and ofher senior officers A arriving in port.

icture), like concrete Noah’s Arks mounting
a‘:ross; %’46 of them were sunk 1o form. break-
waters, Asthe port takes shape (lower picture) a spud pwrlwag
arrives off Arromanches. Its four legs in the sea bed, -

will become a wharf connected with the shore by ‘pier roatl_goay.

THE CAISSONS (to
A.Al gum’ are wwe;

TR X [

ashore.. Invasion

"ON THE BEACH: the pier connects with a bulld _
traffic drives direct from offshore wharf to

et

ulldozed road

'

1 battle.__”_ e e e
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Pwture Story 0f Synth’ tu: Harbour

ROADS ON THE WATER rl'dmgﬁ 20ft rise and fall of tulc link wharj with beach. Thetr po:

ntwn is shown on Irey .pumn-e (below, left)
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ARMOUR GOES ASHORE on the steel
pier roadway to Arromanches. Each span

is supported on special floats desigiied to with- .
gtand heavy seas.




This busy scene below is
tbe__'unlofnding pier, at the
end of one of the several

- pontoons in the portable

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY steel and concrete caissons, look-
ing like blocks of flats afloat, salled out of the estuaries of
England for Normandy. . . . Here is one of the monsters under
tow, on its.way to & harbour site asiOpsratlon Mulberry—the
constoyction of invasioh ports where none had been—got under
way. Twenty thousand workers had to'be mobilised for the con-
- struction of the cais§hns alone.

f—
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x '00 seetion_

- two to thr
{ lorries, milli
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with its toul’and eoncrete

‘_ -

— Bigger ‘than A

..Brul.ln built the :ll-tlme
*-wonder or-'wu'l’ure the “big-

ino Dover ” harbour a.t
manchn, on the Chcn-
b o France
Eh tzelv onth_. of the

. We didn’t know where it
would ﬁlo. bat it was on the
Job within a week of ‘D-Day,
With its help we landed
ee million men,
hundreds of thousands of
L . olas of lfions dot
equipment an ‘supplies, de-
spite the fonlut j‘mmt for
years. pontoons

rising 20ft. wlth the tide. *
fart from the left of the

 plctore, and go right across.

FROM THE CLIF_'!‘S' A
ne of concrete caissons
(steel pillars filled with
‘cement form a breakwater.

OM THE BOUSES to get go
-liee‘ded‘ 50"

(left)* A pontoon roadway s
in the centre of the picture,

This is made of ‘barges, Iaid as Leith. -

e ——————

':Ilover Harbour” ]

! 'u-olswite, and connected with A

worked on the caissons alone. |
in Britain,

:ﬁ-n'rder lt.ructnres. with a !l

BEYOND THIS PON- =
TOON: Is the main entrance
fo the harbour, Forming the

terminus of the ‘pontoon is |
the pierhead, where ships can

unload into the lorries that
come along the pontoon.

ere is & close-up of a pler-
{lead in lnother vlctm on}

CEN."};.E View ‘along one'
of the nontoou to the _pier- J

B[GBT° Another
and so they go, ano
another pontoon. ¥

Twenty thousand men '

ontoon
er and

Six hundred thonllnd tons 4

of concrete and‘75.0ﬂ0 tonl of l
steel were used, .

When the order was given
the harbour

-t of
plm Tom
L.
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" THey call it
" A. MIGHTY feat of

engineerings is
pictured above . . , a

feat that. has' revelu-
tionised =modern ‘ war-

fare. .

“Port Winston,” . they.

call it in - the Merchant
Navy. It has a harbour
as large and imp;egna le
as Gibraltar—secrefly
prefabricated in Britain
by thousands oY weorkers,
“and towed in sections,
with the components for
a sister port, to the open
heaches of Normandy.
.. The story was told in
full in the Daily Express
of Monday last, -
These artificial * har-
bours, assembled by the
Navy and the Army, made
pessible an invasion with-
out an established port

%1 “Harbour B
- Bri

U

Pors Winsgtoir

and completely  +be-
wildered the enemy . ..
After the violent June
gale, the harbour de-
signed for the U.S. Forces
was abandoned.. Salvage
was used to reinforce the
British harbour. -
The vast’' pre-fabrica-
tion work for the
staggering Operatien
Mulberry, had to  he
completed in seven
months. “Port Winston”
tish) at Arro i hfor
a manches.
It - new takes anything
from 7,000-ton Liberty
ships te coasters, unload-

~ing | direct into ducks,

lighters and ‘‘causeways.
On its beaches squadrons
of tank landing ships and
flotillas of ramped. craft

run ap to discharge their

cargoes with every tide.

Andhéﬁe 'Iis _;_ﬂl_'e Kéy

How they made the ports : Story in nicllfres, Page Three




ALY Iy

aters | ihe new ports. . .
thd_gr junded
18 the Ameri¢ans’ Omaha Beach, Smail
stnken §~h;l;!§‘, landin

'SHE KNEW

THE D DAY
' SECRETS

{ THEY" locked Mrs. Masika |

- Lancaster in a specially
| | blacked-out, secret room at
| | the War Office. . . . And there

she worked on her war job,

Mirs,
(the only woman in Britain who
knew the great secret of the inva-
| |slon and for nearly a year was

under strict pledge not to utter &
word about it. =

caster, artist, construcfed remark-

work of building

ports for the Normandy beachhead
was based

LS. il
R e e T
b ‘ 00k promisin
-not'igltell. B .
work had to be done bg

“ Al the
electric light. I began the wor
in 1948 a_%be:r the Q%z%beo Caonfer-

3 . . king d
Lancaster, 20 years old, was N R ealioy B

In that locksd room, Mrs. Lan- 1vlvi

able models on which the enormous
cfrrefabricabed {

Yés‘tefdéi..at the House of 'Com-}

mons, she helped high-rankin war|
officia’s, to demonstrate to P8
how “ Mulberry " ports worked.

- HECTIC RUSHES

“Often there were hectic rushes.
I did not mind steying late and
necessary.

“The cardboard models were cut
to scale and made out to the opera-
tional plan,

“There were small strips for
bridge spans, bigger scales for pier-

, and eve ng was marked
its name. - Blogkst and
coasters were cut out, too, and
evre-{'y bit of equipment was there to||
scale. !

e

e

|
“ Conferences were being held|
all the ‘time, and glterations had
sometimes to be made involving
& lot of work that'had to be done|
quickly. : |
Mrs. Lancaster i8 the wife of
Captain E. W. M. Lancaster, King’s
Own Hussars, a prisoner of war in|
Java. They have a daughter aged
four years and a half.
“We did’ not know that my
daughter-in-law was doing fhis
ob,” said Mrs. Hugh Lancaster, of
er Beeding, Sussex, last ht.
“All we knew was thai she left
here every morning at 7.15 tp catch

the 7.40 train from Horsham, She

e ——

oy

ence, where it wds all decided
upon. (

- M

A MILLI ins of ships, men-of-war and merchantmen, were sunk to make break-
| g lioNiuanalo sh.'pSea-cocks were apened, time bombs blown. And into the %eehcig
hulks—a series of sheltered lagoons—bhe concrete caissons were'placed. . . . T |

On

T A i

|night, Often it was later.”

didn’t get home until 7.30 any

craft, barges and pontoons ply inside the hreakwater of
g troops, supplies and equipment at jethies, y

the crest of the hill a:
- has been set up, with an airfield to the right of it. L8 TR

SRR A
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The Harbour Called Mulberry
CECIL McGIVERN introduces Monday's ninety-minute 'starred’
to France on D-Day—how it was planned, built, and used.

. | .

This is how 'Mulberry’
. looked from Arromanches

programme, the story of ' Mulberry’—the harbour that sailed
McGivern, author and producer of the programme, says that

‘Mulberry’ 'was in the main a product of British effort and British achievement’ and that those who shared in its construction
‘were part of a great feam which laboured to bring about a great end’

darkness that covered the Island of Guernsey. Fifty yards separ-

ated their motor launch and the shore, and the water was rough,
White surf showed where waves ‘three fect high broke on the beach,
waves which prevented the launch from going in closer. Struggling out
to reach them was a dinghy. It overturned. Commandos struggled in
the water. Precious Bren guns slid to the sea bottom and were 'lost,
The exhausted soldiers—all but one—were hauled on board and the
launch headed for England: A Commando raid had ended.

In 1944, on D plus 28, the millionth soldier sailed into the harbour
called Mulberry B and stepped safely on to the shores of France,

Between those two moments lies a great story, the story of a purpose
born while the smoke of Dunkirk still darkened the sky, and the story
of its brilliant fulfilment. It is that story which the programme The
Harbour Called Mulberry tells, or attempts to tell; for even one-and-a-
half hours of radio timé can only sketch in its outlines,

To determine to get back into Europe as soon as possible was for
us a simple and inevitable idea. To evolve a method of doing this suc-
cessfully entailed four long years of planning, of 'experimenting, of
suffering, of disappointment, of bitter lessons learned at St. Nazaire,
Dieppe, and in many unpublicised raids on the shores of Occupied
Europe. In 1941 and 1942 the conference rooms of Combined Operations
were never empty. Day after day, and often throughout the night, the
ash-trays on the ‘tables were piled with the butts of nervously-puffed
cigarettes as every possible means of re-entering Europe was considered.

A continent away, guns thundered as Stalingrad was battered to a heroic
| ruin. Hoardings in every town in Britain were chalked with demands for

ON a night in July 1940 British sailors stared anxiously into the

a Second Front in Europe. But it was not until 1943 that the method

of fre-entering Burope was defined, Build a barbour, two harbours, in
Britain, sail them to the beaches of Normandy and install them there as
safe gateways for the tremendous army of men and the gigantic quantities
of stores assembled in Britain.

The final decision was taken at the historic conference held in Quebec in
Rigust/September 1943 by the Prime Minister of Great Britain and
the Pgsident of the U.S.A. and their staffs. Only six months were
grantedfo implement that decision. In September 1943 British industry

accepted the challenge: to construct and dssemble, in six months, two

complete ports, each the size of Dover harbour (which took seven years |

to build) and to comstruct them secretly. On the secrecy depended the
Success of the invasion, -the lives of many thousands of Allied soldiers,
and the course of the war. The six months became a feverish medley
of prodigious quantities of steel and cement being rushed to many parts
+of Britain, of workmen toiling long hours on cold, misty sites far from
their homes, a medley of bombings on the Thames, storms on the South
Coast, shortage of taols, shortage of skilled labour and of transport, and
above all of time. = There is material here for a book, for an epic, and much
more than can be crammed ito the span of a single broadcast.
On June 6, 1944, a mighty armada sailed from the harbours and water-
ways of the South Coast of England, and in it Mulberry A and Mulberry
B. With their sailing the second part of this great story ends.

The' Harbour in Being

Does the eremy know? Will the barbours reach France in safety?
Can they be installed in face of intense opposition? By D plus 28, when
the millionth Allied soldier stepped ashore and joined his comrades who
were already forcing the enemy back across France, the answers were clear.
But before that day the enterprise had been greatly jeopardised. On D
plus 13 the worst summer gale for forty years had swept the beaches of
Normandy. Mulberry A had suffered severely and was practically aban-
doned. Mulberry B, partly sheltered by the Calvados Reef, survived, and
soon the idea which had grown so slowly, which had been built with so
much effort and planted with so much skill, bore rich fruit.

That is the outline of the story of the harbour called Mulberry, a story
which British listeners should be proud to hear. For though the U.S.A.
helped generously in the planning and the assembling, it was in the main
a product of British effort and British achievement.

Many men helped to make the story. Monday’s broadcast cannot pay
tribute to them all, nor can it cover properly their great work. We hope
as they listen they will realise, even though their part is told only by
a paragraph, by a sentence perbaps, thar their share has not been passed
over lightly. Nor do we think they will complain, for they were part
of a great team which laboured to bring about a great end.

ISSUE DATED MARCH 2, 1945

RADIO TIMES



“"LOCAL MAJOR'S BRAINS
BEHIND' INVASION HARBOURS

MBE FOR LYMPSHAM RESIDENT.

Major A. H. Beckett, eldest son of
Mr .a]'nd Mrs. G. W. H. 'Bec ett, o©
Worthy House, - Lympsham, has . been
awarded the MBZE tor his part in the
designing and erecting of the pre-
{abricated*. Mulberry » harboyr, which
made ‘%\e ilnvas.iox;_ of Etates
The official -citation 8 3
Beckett. as agsistant 0 Lt.-Col. Everall,
was - responsible for many of the de-
tails of the Whales equipment. He has
; shown great en-

thusiasm in
work, and has,
during the fleld
trials of the. equip-
ent, brought 1o
ar much _sound

also, rendered val-
uable service on
the Mulberry B.
site by acting as
War Office repre-
sentative and ad-

Army, Group on
§echnfcal matters
it - @ connected with the
equipment. He travelled over on the
first. Whale bridge tow.”

Whale is thé official code waord for

|the floating piers and landing stages

which connect the harbour itself with

the beaches. They have to be flexible

enough to rise, fall aid roll with the

fide, and yet sufficiently strong to

carry tons of war material.

Probabiy Experimented at His

Lympsham Home,

Major Beckeit was engaged on plan-
ning “Mulberry” righg Irom its con-
ception, and naturally as a former
bridge engineer he was concerned with
the portions in which bridge work was
necessary.. Some of the planning was

Y

probably done’ in his home€ in mﬁ-.
“He |

sham; where, to qguote his mother,
would bring.work home while on leave,
but we had no idea what he was doing.
and, of course, he wouldn't breathe a
word.”

He was constantly.visiting the various
firms where the materials were being
put together to supervise the work,
and while the harbour was in process
of construction on the French side of
the channel, he was flown to and fro so
as to keep in contact with both ends
of the job. Some of the early tests were
carried out in Scotland, and on one
occas.on Major Beckett personally
drove a Canadian locomotive across a
portion of the equipment to test it.

During the gale which sprang up and
wrecked much of the Mutberry e uip-
ment in the early stages of the har-
bour's construct on, many of the cais-
sons and much other material were
saved by the use an anchor which
Major Beckett des.gned.

" Demonstrated to .Parliament,

Afterthe completion of his “job,"”"
Major Beckett went through with Gen-
eral Dempsey's 2nd Army to Belgium
and beyond, bui was called back tc
help demonstrate to Parliament, by
means of models constructed by Mrs.
Lancaster, the functioning and 4nethods
of construction of “Mulberry.”

This talented officer, who 15 only 30,
graduated with honours as an engineer
from London Uni};el':ﬁ?r'—l—fe\}\(&%ron
the staff of Messrs. Steel Htrul G,
Lid., for a tithe. zind 1a§§r en’lchge :23
Ministry of Supply.. e VO

| tor theyArmy' entering hte Royal En-
gineers in’184l.

experience, He has

A coincidental feature connected

¢ with Major Beckett's share of the work

was that his brother, Rigger Seaman
E. W. Beckett, returned home from
three years overseas service to join the
Dover Patrol which was then engaged
in sweeping the channel of the debris
caused by the harbour’'s construction.
Mr. and Mrs,  Beckett, who were
bombed out of London 1in 1941, have a
daughter Desiree, who is a Company
Sgt--Major in the A.T.S. She is with

e la searchlight battery, and last year

was given a certificate for devotion to
luty. She has been in-the A.T.S. for
ix vears and has always been stationed
n the East Coast. Mr, Beckett won
he M.M. in the last war for bravery
nder fire in France, and is a member

of the Home Guard. Before they left
London both he and Mrs, Beckettywere
doing valuable work, Mr. Backett as
Warden, and Mrs. Beckett as a vol-
untary helper in the evacuation scheme,
escorting varties to all parts of the
viser to D. Tn, Z1st West Country. !

ntparthlthede,sigmng

Europe.

to Major A, H. Beckett, wh?.
tgs assistant to Lit.-Col. Everadl,
responsible Jor many of the

valuahte service on the Mulberry
‘B gite by acting a8 War Office
representative and adviser 0
D. Tn. 21st Army Group on
technical = matters connected
with equipment. Ie travelled
over on the first Whale bridge

jor Beckett is the elder son

Mr. end Mrs, G. w. H.
Becket, wiho  Were bombed oub
of thejr nhome at Montpelier-
gardens, Bast Ham. 1n 1841, end
now reside ab Worthy House,
Lympsham. e is 30, started
scheoung ot Central Park

Ham Grammal School. He was
troop leader® of the 25th (SU
Gegrges)  East Ham Scout
Troop, and also 2 Rover Scoutl.

Proceeding from the Gram-
mar School to the London
University, he graduated with

FORMER EAST HAM BO
St — honours
INVASION HARBOURS |io41.

Seaman
1t is revealed that a former | and
East Ham schoolboy played agergs-Major in the ATS. Their
father won
catede}-‘eligx;lberr‘;' = ntn b leaving Past B
5 was ) -

made possible the invasion of | gen,

Y’'S AWARD

¥ in engineering. He
entered the Royal Engineers in
His brother is Rigger
E. W. Beckett, RN,
his sister Desiree Is Co.-

the M.M. in the last

and Mrs. Beckett was a
voluntary heper with the evac-

The M.B.E. has been awarded | nation of the children.

CETiR G .
Don't argue, sai

Chure 1

¢« Problem must be

solved’

The Royal Commission on
Awards to Inventors were told
in London to-day that a wartime
message from Mr. Churchill led
to the invention of the Mulberry
harbour “Kite” anchor by
Major A. H. Beckett, of Ruskin
Road, Belvedere, Kent. ‘1‘_heI
anchor is the subject of a claim!
by Major Beckett. .

For the major it was said:
« The story really starts with a
minute in typically Churchillian
language, saying:

«iThey must float up and
down with the tide. The anchor
problem must be solved. Let me
have the best possible solution.
Don't argue about the matter.
The difficulties will argue for

12
themsel_v_e-s. W-T1- L{.ﬂ‘
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'|Steer-Webster,
/{model to the War Office.

MAJOR'S

INVENTION CLAIM

Mulberry Harbour
Anchor Problem

NOLONEL V. C. STEER-WEBSTER, of Blagreaves Hall,
/  Littleover, told the Royal Commission on Awards to
Inventors in London yesterday how the Army soived one of
the Admiralty’s problems regarding the mooring of the Mul-

berry harbour.

He was giving evidence on
behalf of Major A. H. Beckett,
of Ruskin-road, Belvedere,
Kent, whose claim was being
heard in connection with the
“ kite ’ anchor used in the Mul-
berry harbqur for the invasion
of France.

Col, Steer-Webster, who was
one of the chief designers of the
harbour, told the Commission
that a directive from Mr. Chur-

|chill that floating piers: with

effective moorings must be
designied was issued at the first
Conference. The
Admiralty were to design the

.|moorings

PORTSMOUTH TRIALS

“ Although the moorings
were Iin the hands of the

{Admiralty I was far from satis-

fied with the solutions sug-
gested,” he said. *“Subsequently

ferences by the Prime Minister

{whether this mooring problem
‘|had been overcome.”

When trials were held at
Portsmouth with floating break-
waters, a type of anchor known
as C.Q.R. was used, said Col.

About a week later, he said,

|Major,Beckett came to him in
hig office and said: “ There is|

your anchor problem solved.
This is the finest anchor in the
world.”

He produced a model and
drawings of the anchor, which
was later used for Mulberry
harbour.

He (witness) carrled out
experiments and found that the
kite anchor held, where the
C.Q.R. dragged.

“We got Lord Louis Mount-
batten to approach the
Admiralty tactfully and say
that the War Office were taking

.|over the Admiralty problem of

anchoring;” said Col. Steer-
Webster.

The Commission adjourned
until to-day.

Footnote: It was announced

last month that the Commis-

'|sion had awarded Colonel Steer

Webster  £1,000 tax free 1In
recognition of his invention of
flexible concrete mats used as
“runways” to get Army vehicles
ashore in the D-Day landings.

—

it was questioned at many con-|

who took a

\D-DAY

‘MONSTER’
WAS

Sy

1949

DEVICE

L2 Star a8 Bem rter

ECAUSE it appeared

to be dangerous,
porters refused te handle
a meonster contraption,
weighing more than a
quarter of a ton, Iying in
the courtyard of Somer-
set House.

But the “mystery
weapon ” is not as danger-

\ous as it appears. -

If helped to make possible the
D-Day 1landing in Normandy,
and ifs official title is “kite
anchor for Mulberry harbour|

|mooring roadways.”

it has been taken to Somerset
Houss for the hearing of a
claim before the Royal Com-
mission on Awards to Inventors
on behaif of Major A. H.
Beckett, of Ruskin-road, Bel-
vedere, Kent.

The claim will be heard on
Monday.,

Major Beckett. now a civil
engineer, was a serving officer

|

when he invented the anchor.
About 2400 of them -were
made at a total cost of £100,000.

Their job was to hold the road-
ways in the Mulberry harbours
in position.

The Commission are to decide
what compensation Major
tBecke_un tt will get for hig inven-
ion.

t: with

PROBLEM HAD
TO BE SOLVED

%-EX-_MAJOR CLAIMS FOR
'* MULBERRY * ANCHOR

P Tm Royal Commission on
o Awards to Inventors, sitting
at Somerset House, Strand, were
_told to-day that a wartime mes-
" sage from Mr. Churchill had led
to the invention of the Mulberry
Harbour “kife” anchor by Major
A, H. Beckett, of Ruskin-road,
Belvedere, Kent.

The anchor is the subject of a

claim by Major Beckett, formerly
-of the Transport Division of the
-War Office and now in private
practice as a civil engineer.
, The Hon. Charles Russell, K.C.
representing Major Beckett, told
the Commission: * The story really
starts with a minute in typically
Churchillian language. Headed
.*Piers for users of Beaches,’ the
minute declares:

! = They must float up and down

e tide. The anchor prob-
'» lem must be solved. Let me have
> the best possible solution. Don’t
o ue about the matter. The

| © difficulties will argue for them-
. selves.”

A Success

.. Mr. Russell sgid that claimant
had, on his own initiative, designed
the kite anchor at a stage in the
-war ogerations when it was vitally
urgent. The anchor was used ex-
clusively for Mulberry, and was an
unqualified success.

i He had no responsibility for mak-
ing such an invention af the time
when- he turned out his model and
original drawings, but from that
‘moment was expressly put on to
the work,

IRy TS
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Don’t Argue, Said
Churchill

MULBERRY CLAIM

2 story of when Mr Churchill said
“ Don't argue ” to the Chief of Com-
bined Operations was told to the Royal
Commission on Awards to Inventors in

Somerset House today.

Major A. H. Beckett, of Ruskin-road, Belvedere,
Kent, asked for an award for his invention of the kite
anchor used in mooring Mulberry Harbour during the |
invasion of France. !

His counsel, Mr Charles Russell, KC, told the Com-
mission : “ The story really starts with a minute in
{typical Churchillian language.

Mr Russell, before read-
ing the minute, said :

“The minute was written by
My Churchill to the ‘Chief of
| Combined Owperations in the
grimmest period of the war, in

1942, when already he was
planning for invasion.

“He wrote : ' The plers must
float up and doWn With the
tide. The anchor problem must|
be solved. Let me have the
best possible solution. Don't
argue about the matter. ‘The
difficulties will argue for them-
selves.’"”

| The kite anchors, which
weighed six cwt each and for
| which the War Office paid
£100,000 for the 2,400 bought.
were, said Mr Russell, * a com-
plete, absolute -and ungualified
fugg:gss. They did a crucial
ob.

Major Beckett sai in the

courtroom playing with a scale
model of his inventipn in a 2ft |
sand table during the hearing. |
1]

‘Major’s idea X_ |
earns £1,250

£1,250 For ‘Kite’

MA.TOR A. H. BECEKETT,
41, Ruskin-road, 'Belveders,
inventor of the * kite” anchor
used in mooring  Mulberry
Harbour during the invasion of
France, hos been awarded £1,260,
froc 6f tax, by the Royal Com-
mission on Awards.

This is little enough, indeed to
my mind it savours of megnness,
for when he bas aettl hig
solicitor’'s and  counsel's fees
Major Beckett will have little left.
However, 1 have po doubt that
what matters to him most of all
is Lo have his claim recognised.

A civil engineer by profession
he was serving in the Royej
Engineers when he solved the
problem  which led to Mr.
Churchill’s minute: * Don’t argue
about the matter . . . . the diffi-
culties will argue for themselves.”

L o o d

Keen Yachtsman

THE Major’s hobby is yauhtitnhf,
puﬂ.tiz;.edeea he was keeb% on m:
even as B boy.
mother tells ma she made the lug-
sall for hig first boat, which gave|
him many hours of pleasure.

His second yacht, perhaps, pro-
vided more thrills, but was a
“wet’* ship, and eventually he got
rid of her and secured the Bonita,
in which he made Brith yachting
history.

A member of BErith Yacht Club’
since 1937, Major Beckett spends
the majority of week-ends afloat;
indeed, he looks on motor-cars as
merely a means 1o get from
|place to place raipxdly, 'Erefenmg,
the more leisurely [fnl of the
wind-driven craft-—although all
sailormen know only too well the
need for quicH thought and
mental agility off-sets Lhe bodily
leisure.

[ o g

'Memorable Cruise

WHEN I first heard mention|
of the Royal Commission|
hearing his claim, the pame
Becketi seemed to rm% a bell, but
It wans some time belore I con-
nected it with the gachtsm;m who
made history abt stend Regaiia
last year.

Major Beckett, in the course of
a two-weeks’ cruise, sailed 1.qtn:=|
Ostend, to fihd the port gaily |
bedecked with flags and bunting.
It was their regatta and for two
days of unadulterated glory |
- Bonita was the only English|

- lyacht in the tta, with the|
FoRd Baledre e s el () % S Yrith Yacht Olub fiag fying|
day granted £1.250 tnak-fv;g: es“'ﬁf; (0] pu e 2 ‘| praudly from her mast, |
invention of the kite anchoroﬁsed — This cruise won Major Bgcketb
o e A Ao pom S T . I L
The Hon. Ch " S a T L e el e also won the * Hansen Cup in
who representesflﬂesmggf-se%eﬁgﬁ J Award of £1,350 has been made the Queenborough Harbour—
before the Royal Commission on to Major A. H. Beckett, of Belve- Erith race and, in May this year,
Awa.rdsé to Inventors, said Mai%r £ )'7'] dere Kent, for designing an won the combined handicap race
Eft?ket t;griesnt; to work on his idea._ 0O M anchor fOIl_‘I n‘l)%oring pontoons in over the club's circular course.
er . - arbour.
Churchill :— JRIRE LSRR DR A UMD S
andT%e ponmgs tglusté.idﬁoat Tgp ;g
own e e. e 2 > ~ : g
anchor prob. =
Bons argue - Ihe Sine ke ol 4 S350 Tor Taventor —Maj. A, Hod s 2
argue for themselves.” : Beckett, of Ruskin-road, Belvedere, JV n=|
| About 2,400 of the anchors were Kenctj., has been awarded £1,250 for i€ 't
jmade at a cost of £100,000. his design of kite a.nsilzfrs m for i
uiberry

moorin pontoons

yn-L
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ALLAN  RECKETT M. R, E

s Offiocws a8 aseistant t6 LteOols Everell, ves |/
vesponsible for many of tho details of the Whale equipments

He shown great enthusiasn in the worik, end has, during the
Field trials of the eguipmen r& broughit %0 bear mich sound
experiense. e has also ered vnluable service on the
Mulberry B site by ecting as Vap offiew , tative md
adviser to D.Thy, 21st Atmy Group on ta al natters conncoted
with the equipment, He trevelled ovor on the firet Whale

bridgo tow. !
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Closing Dykes

: Of" Walcheren
ROM Holland come these pic-
‘tures showing how the
' breached dykes of Walcheren are
being rebuilt. Greal_gaps were
gorn dn them, loosing torrents
“from the sea into the fields and |

practwally sinking the island be- |
= jore ‘the British aunck a year-s o.

e

_Mulberry Becla;nmg

~ Mulberry equipment, Dutc h
workers are rebuilding the sea

wall—the first most vital task in
the reconstruction of thls part of

~ Hollandl.

¢ 1 Above is one of tlm breaches
.fnénrly closed. The sea is on lhe

il‘e ft. Flood water
ratehes for mzles, and six
onths {of pumping will be

" meeded to free the land.

e ‘ilp-cfay_, 20ith the aid o} Britsh |

-\



o e A s 8 e £ -

Through the
last few yards
of a breach in
the Walcheren
dykes rushes

the sea — and "

the tide is ris-
ing. But before
the next high
tide this gap
had been f
sealed by the
laying down of
sandbags and
other suitable
material.

Dutch workmen carry sandbags to close a breach. When the
dykes are restored work will begin on an outer sea wall in
y sections will be joined togetlk

which Mulberr




SEALING

“THE DYKES
AT WALCHEREN
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Pictures on this page, taken by a staff photographer, illustrate the attempts that are w2
I'being made to seal off the breaches in the dykes on Walcheren Island, and the taking !
of parts of the Mulberry harbour used for the invasion of Normandy to Walcheren. ﬂ 3
Above, on the left, a large pontoon is seen. in tow in mid-Channel from the deck of a ies
| | | - %
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Left: A pontoon which formed part of a Mulberry pier being attached to a tug at Southampton for. towing to
Waicheren.  Right: Work in progress on the breach in the dyke at Rammekéns, east of Flushing. Two ridges .
of clay are formed by the floating digger seen to the right, and sand is pumped in between to form the dyke by

the pump secen on the left. Behind is the original dyke with the beginning of the breach on the left.




> right-hand p fncture shows the only dyke breach wlnch had l;een repaired,
that at Nolle, west of Flushing, broken & agam by the recent gales. - Concrete floats, used in
‘the Mulberry piers, knovm as are seen swept away in the chanmel. The,

repairing of the dykcs is being done by Dutch. engineers with British materials.

WALCHE REN
OCTOBRER
1qus

ore Novemberl they ca
notdosed twouldp
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